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DECLARATION 

We the Heads of State and Government, and High Representatives of Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS), at the Ceremony to formally establish the SIDS DOCK; 

Having either signed the Memorandum of Agreement on Establishing the Small Island Developing States 
DOCK, to be known as (“SIDS DOCK”), which was opened for signature in Copenhagen, Denmark, on 18 
December 2009, or the Statute of the SIDS DOCK, in Apia, Samoa, which was opened for signature on 1 
September 2014, 

Recognizing that a serious and severe environmental, social, economic, political, and cultural challenge in 
the form of human-induced global climate change, and its adverse consequences, confronts small islands 
and low lying coastal developing states, (herein after referred to as SIDS), throughout the various regions 
of the world, 

Knowing that the transformation of the energy sectors of the various SIDS to be low- carbon, energy 
efficient, and primarily based on renewable energy sources represents a unique opportunity to achieve 
sustainable development as well as generating financial resources to invest in adaptation to climate change 
and continued sustainable development, 

We decide to take all possible measures to ensure the rapid and effective establishment of the SIDS DOCK, 

1. Endorse the work programme of the Steering Committee, which is contained in the annex, to 
facilitate the convening of the first SIDS DOCK Assembly, within one year following the entry in to 
force of the Statute;  

2. Express its gratitude to the Steering Committee for its guidance and work in the establishment of 
the Organization thus far; 

3. Express further its profound gratitude to the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre 
(CCCCC) for its essential role as interim Secretariat of the SIDS DOCK, and for providing all the 
necessary support; 

New York, 30 September 2015  

ANNEX  

Work Programme of the Steering Committee to facilitate the convening of the first SIDS DOCK 
Assembly 
 
We the Members of the Steering Committee, 
 
Recalling the Terms of Reference of the Steering Committee for SIDS DOCK, and in particular parts II and 
III, Objectives and Expected Outcomes, respectively;  
 
Noting that focal points have been identified and established in all SIDS countries; 
 
Further noting, the significant number of partnerships both in the private and public sectors; 
 
Recognizing with utmost appreciation the crucial role played by the Caribbean Community Climate Change 
Centre (CCCCC) in its capacity as interim Secretariat of the SIDS DOCK; 
 



 

 

Recognizing with appreciation the collaborative efforts of the CCCCC, the Secretariat of the Pacific 
Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), and the Government of the Independent State of Samoa in 
executing a historic signing event in Apia, Samoa in September 2014; 
 
Also recognizing with appreciation the support provided by our development partners, namely the 
governments of Denmark, Japan, Austria and Sweden, and our UN Institutional partner UNIDO and our 
strategic partner Clinton Foundation Climate Initiative; 
 
Further recognizing with appreciation the more than thirty countries that signed the Memorandum of 
Agreement, and the twenty-one governments that signed and the nine that have so far submitted 
instruments of ratification to the Statute; 
 
Noting that the Statute will enter in to force on 26 September 2015; 

Having decided to take all possible measures to ensure the rapid and effective establishment of the SIDS 
DOCK; 

In accordance with its terms of reference, the Steering Committee hereby commits to do the following:  

I. the First Assembly to be convened within a year of the date of the entry in to force of the 
SIDS DOCK Statute; following and that five representatives of ratifying members shall 
comprise a quorum 
 

II. the Steering Committee, in collaboration with the interim SIDS DOCK Secretariat, cause 
to be prepared the following operational documents  and arrangements for the convening 
of the first Assembly: 

i. Rules of procedure and other governance issues including preparation for 
election and functioning of the Executive Council, and the process for the 
appointment of the Secretary-General. To be completed no later than 15 
November 2015; 
 

ii. Role of the Secretariat and procedure for selecting and /or establishing the 
secretariat. To be completed no later than 30 November 2015; 

 
iii. Mechanisms to ensure contribution and participation, by members and 

partners. To be completed no later than 30 November 2015; 
 

iv. Host country Headquarters Agreement. To be completed no later than 30 
November 2015; 

 
v. Role of the Audit Committee so as to ensure financial accountability and 

to evaluate performance of activities in order to ensure application of 
environmental and social safeguards as well as internationally accepted 
fiduciary standards and sound financial management of activities. To be 
completed no later than 15 December 2015; 

 
vi. Budget for the first operational phase of the organization 2016-2019. To 

be completed no later than 15 December 2015; 
 

vii. such reports, studies and recommendations as it deems relevant in order 
to ensure the effective and early start of the organization’s activities. To 
be completed no later than 30 December 2015; 

 
III. The Steering Committee further recommends that upon completion, the above draft 

documents be circulated to Member States for comments no less than 30 days before the 
scheduled meeting of the First Assembly.  


