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DIPLOMATIC LIAISON OFFICE ON KNOWELDGE MANAGEMENT AND INNOVATION


1. Background
SIDS DOCK is a unique mechanism, as its leadership is represented by high-level officials - Heads of State and Government, Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Ministers of Energy and Environment, and Ambassadors and Permanent Representatives to the United Nations (UN).  Like the UN-System, and now that SIDS DOCK is part of that system, it is expected that in any given year, the Secretariat will deal with representatives of all 32-plus SIDS countries, including Heads of State and Government, as well as others who will interface with the Secretariat in an official capacity. The uniqueness of SIDS DOCK defies the business as usual image of the “begging bowl cap-in-hand facilitator.” SIDS DOCK presents an image of a professionally polished “project pipeline investment facilitator”. Success projects require both technical and political foundations. 

In 2010, at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of Parties meeting (COP 16), in Cancun, Mexico, Small Island Developing States launched the SIDS Sustainable Energy and Climate Resilience Initiative - SIDS DOCK - as the SIDS-owned mechanism to bring about the transformation of the SIDS energy sector, which is considered by islands as the most effective and sustainable manner to build resilience to climate change. The SIDS DOCK goal is to increase energy efficiency by 25 percent (2005 baseline) and to generate a minimum of 50 percent of electric power from renewable sources and a 50 percent decrease in conventional transportation fuel use by 2033: Island Energy for Island Life 25-50-25 by 2033. 

The journey begun in 2009, when Members of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) or SIDS countries began the process of establishing the organisation through a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), and on 1 September 2014, twenty (20) of these States signed the Statute Establishing the SIDS DOCK, during the Ceremony for the Opening of Signature of the Statute Establishing the SIDS DOCK, held on the margins of the United Nations Third International Meeting on Small Island Developing States, in Apia, Samoa, in September 2014. 

In March 2014, SIDS DOCK, Austria and UNIDO, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) establishing a network of regional sustainable energy centres for SIDS in Africa, the Caribbean, Pacific and Indian Ocean regions to act as technical implementation hubs for activities of SIDS DOCK and respective regional organisations. The SIDS DOCK Statute came into force on 27 September 2015, and members convened an official launch ceremony of the SIDS DOCK on 30 September 2015, on the margins of the General Debate of the 70th session of the United Nations (UN) General Assembly, in New York, to celebrate the legal entry into force of the SIDS DOCK Treaty, recognising the establishment of the historic intergovernmental organisation vested with the full powers of the United Nations. 

In December 2015, on the margins of the UNFCCC COP 21, in Paris, France, the First Session of the SIDS DOCK Assembly was held, where members were elected to serve as President, Vice Presidents, and on the Executive Council. In June 2016, the First Meeting of the SIDS DOCK Executive Council was held in New York, where the SIDS DOCK Registration Certificate from the UN Secretary-General, received on 3 June 2016, was tabled at the meeting. Belize is the SIDS DOCK Host County, and the Belize-based Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Climate Change Centre (CCCCC/5Cs) is the designated Interim SIDS DOCK Secretariat. With support of UNIDO, the Caribbean Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (CCREEE) was established in Bridgetown, Barbados in 2016, and the Pacific Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency was inaugurated on 26 April 2017, in Nuku’alofa, Tonga. The ECOWAS Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (ECREEE), based in Cabo Verde, acts as the SIDS DOCK hub for African SIDS. After strengthening its field presence, SIDS DOCK intends to strengthen its ties at the international level through a SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office on Knowledge Management and Innovation, to be hosted at an international energy hub. In this context, first discussions with UNIDO and the Government of Austria are held.  

2. HOSTING PROPOSAL
It is proposed that the SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office on Knowledge Management and Innovation is hosted by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) with the support of the Austrian Government. UNIDO has supported the establishment of the SIDS DOCK from the very beginning through its activities under the Global Network of Regional Sustainable Energy Centers Platform. Based on the signed MOU between the Government of Austria, UNIDO and SIDS DOCK in 2014, the establishment of a sub-network of regional sustainable energy centers for SIDS has made major progress. 

The network is acknowledged as an official Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy) partnership of the SAMOA Pathway. The regional centers based in Tonga, Barbados and Cabo Verde[footnoteRef:1] will act as technical implementation and innovation hubs of the international SIDS DOCK Organization and the respective regional organizations. Moreover, the centers will facilitate SIDS-SIDS cooperation on common issues and adapted island solutions. In June 2015, the Vienna Declaration on the SE4ALL Network of Regional Sustainable Energy Centers for SIDS in Africa, Caribbean, Indian Ocean and the Pacific regions was adopted by the SIDS DOCK Steering Committee and presented at the 2015 Vienna Energy Forum. [1:  See also www.ccreee.org, www.pcreee.org and www.ecreee.org ] 


The case for a SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office on Knowledge Management and Innovation is based on the UK-Model.  The UK Government set up its Diplomatic Liaison Office in response to a situation where Embassies and High Commissions in the UK are seeing a marked increase in enquiries from foreign companies and institutional, sovereign and private funds seeking to invest in or buy from UK companies. The government believes it is important for these buyers and investors to meet the right UK organizations. 

The SIDS DOCK image is solidly in line with UNIDO’s promotion of industrial development for poverty reduction, inclusive globalization and environmental sustainability. UNIDO is the only UN Agency strategically positioned with the capacity to assist and support SIDS DOCK to promote its goals of 25-50-25 by 2033. UNIDO offers technical services with high relevance for small-scale industries in SIDS. UNIDO is a specialised Agency of the United Nations to promote inclusive and sustainable industrial development. Recently, the United Nations General Assembly and the G20 have called on UNIDO to lead the third Industrial Development Decade for Africa 2016-2025. The organisation operationalizes its mandate through three pillars: advancing economic competitiveness, creating shared prosperity, and safeguarding the environment. 

The Agency has a long-standing track-record in assisting developing countries in strengthening domestic industrial value chains through targeted interventions in the areas of policy, capacity development, knowledge management as well as the promotion of investment, innovation and entrepreneurship. Some of the support areas are: industrial upgrading, product quality certification and standards, trade, capacity building, the establishment of SME clusters, as well as industrial and technology parks. An important focus lies also on reducing the negative environmental externalities of industrial processes, by making industries greener and promoting the commercialisation of innovative clean technology solutions and businesses. In this context, UNIDO is promoting cleaner production, resource efficiency, circular economy, as well as renewable energy and energy efficiency.  

Vienna is a location that brings with it the strongest institutional ties to SIDS DOCK both in focus, sustainable energy, and financing partnerships, in the form of UNIDO, and the deep interest and firm support shown by the Government of Austria, in the transformation of the SIDS Energy Sector through the establishment of the SIDS Regional Centres, in partnership with SIDS DOCK and UNIDO. The SIDS Regional Centres is a powerful and visible manifestation of the relevance of the generosity of the people and government of Austria, in helping to kick-start, in 2014, the biggest transformation in the energy sector in Small Island Developing States (SIDS), in modern history

3. JOINING THE VIENNA ENERGY HUB
Vienna is a hub for international organizations with sustainable energy and environmental mandates. Vienna is an important place of energy and environmental diplomacy and debate. The Vienna Energy Forum (VEF) is organized biannually by the Government of Austria, UNIDO and IIASA. The Government of Austria and Vienna-based organizations, particularly UNIDO and IIASA, were the pioneering promoters of SE4All in the EU and UN context. The origins of the initiative are strongly rooted in Vienna. 
Austria and UNIDO provided financial and analytical key support for the Global Energy Assessment (GEA).   The GEA was led by the Vienna-based IIASA, and provided the scientific basis for SDG-7. SIDS DOCK will benefit from the expertise and technical cooperation experience of Vienna-based organizations and public-private partnerships with energy and environmental mandates. Most energy organizations are members of the “Vienna Energy Club” founded in 2009. The Club meets two to three times a year, based on a rotating host principle. Currently, the following relevant international organizations and multi-stakeholder partnerships with energy mandates are based in Vienna: 

· Sustainable Energy For All Partnership (SE4ALL)
· United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
· Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
· International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
· International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA)
· OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID)
· Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
· Energy Community for Southern and Eastern Europe (EnC)
· The Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN), co-hosted by UNIDO and UNEP
· Private Financing Advisory Network (PFAN), hosted by UNIDO 
· Global Network of Regional Sustainable Energy Centers Platform, hosted by UNIDO 
· Network for Resource Efficient and Cleaner Production (RECPnet), hosted by UNIDO
· Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP), hosted by UNIDO
· Central European Gas Hub AG (CEGH)
· Global Forum on Sustainable Energy (GFSE)
· The International Solid Waste Association (ISWA)

4. FUNCTIONS OF THE SIDS DOCK DIPLOMATIC LIAISON OFFICE 
Upscale relations, knowledge and technology transfer 

The SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office can become an important vehicle to upscale relations and activities of the Vienna-based energy organisations and partnerships. So far, these relations have been limited. SIDS DOCK works closely with the Permanent Missions in New York, and the possibility of the Vienna office will allow for additional support from the 129 diplomatic missions based in Vienna, that have excellent and significant energy expertise in place. Currently, only six SIDS DOCK countries maintain Permanent Missions in Vienna: Belize, Dominican Republic, Fiji, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, and Mauritius. Since Vienna and nearby countries are leading providers of sustainable energy and environmental technologies and concepts of high interest for the SIDS, the SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office can act as a facilitator of knowledge exchange. Cooperation between businesses and applied universities can be facilitated. 

Creating awareness on SIDS island issues

[bookmark: _Hlk481111540]SIDS DOCK can make use of the manifold energy and climate events happening in Vienna or nearby (e.g. Bonn) to raise awareness on SIDS as attractive places to invest in sustainable energy and climate resilience. SIDS DOCK outreach activities can join resources with the Vienna Energy Forum (VEF), a biennial, global multi-stakeholder forum founded by the Government of Austria, UNIDO and IIASA in 2008. The VEF was an innovative spin-off of the Global Forum on Sustainable Energy (GFSE). The GFSE was founded by Austria in 1999 as its concrete contribution to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (2002). Since more than fifteen years – long before SE4ALL – the initiative is facilitating international dialogue on sustainable energy solutions for developing and transformation countries – www.gfse.at. The VEF in 2009 and 2011 laid the foundation for the adoption of the three goals of the SE4All in the EU and UN context. Based on the outcomes, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution and launched the decade for SE4ALL. The SE4ALL goals are included as Goal 7 in SDG framework. 
[bookmark: _Hlk481111575]
Without a doubt, the Vienna Energy Forum (VEF) has provided a platform for SIDS DOCK over the past three years that has helped to advance progress in achieving Sustainable Energy for All and Island Energy For Island Life. Not only has the VEF provided a platform for SIDS, it also created special “spaces” on its annual agenda, for SIDS Regional Energy representatives to individually bring national issues, challenges and progress to the fore.  The VEF also provides opportunities to have high-level and technical face-to-face meetings with key EU and private sector partners and potential partners with the aim of developing long-term durable and genuine partnerships that lead to investment in the SIDS DOCK Indicative Project Pipeline. 

Joining global networks and programs 

SIDS DOCK is already a member of the Platform. Strategic cooperation with the Global Network of Regional Sustainable Energy Centres, hosted by UNIDO, will increase the implementation capacity and impact of SIDS DOCK. Since 2009, UNIDO and Austria have been supporting regional organizations and their member states in the creation and operation of regional sustainable energy centers. The network was acknowledged as an important post-2015 partnership in various UN and EU outcome documents such as the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (VPoA) for LDCs and the SAMOA Pathway for Small Island Developing States (SIDS). The centers promote the creation of regional renewable energy and energy efficiency markets and industries in developing and transformation countries. The centers address existing barriers by implementing south-south activities in the areas of policy advice, capacity building, knowledge management, as well as investment and business promotion. The centers operate in line with local rules and procedures and enjoy the approval of more than 90 Energy Ministers.  Moreover, SIDS DOCK can cooperate more closely with other networks such as the The Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN), the Private Financing Advisory Network (PFAN), and the Network for Resource Efficient and Cleaner Production (RECPnet).

Sustainable Energy and Climate Resilience Database (SECRED) 

A virtual knowledge network to facilitate meetings and conferences, project execution and implementation, and exchange, learning and sharing of relevant knowledge is a critical component for the SIDS DOCK organisation. Relevant information in this context means knowledge about technologies and best practices related to renewable energy (RE) and energy efficiency and conservation (EEC), applicable in the member countries. The SIDS DOCK platform – sidsdock.org – contains key information on technologies, capacity development and financing of a sustainable energy sector in the development stage, aimed at guiding the work of SIDS DOCK and its Member Governments. The SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office would act as a repository for information to be uploaded to websites managed by SIDS DOCK in partnership with the SIDS regional centres. 

In 2016, with support from Sweden, SIDS DOCK developed a Sustainable Energy and Climate Resilience Database (SECRED) that is to be integrated into the CCREEE website in 2017. The objective of the SECRED will be to support the methodology and toolkit that is to assist practitioners and decision makers. A Process-Based Methodology (PBM) was developed within the context of SIDS vulnerabilities, to identifying the role of RE and EE&C to assist countries in enhancing investments in energy efficiency and renewable energies, and facilitate the comparison of energy options for better informed decision making, and the potential impact on the  resilience of the economy and population to changing climate The Office will be ideally located to function as an information and communication hub. 

Promoting Diversification, Innovation and Sector Synergy 

SIDS are typically small enough that they can be considered micro-economies, and are severely limited by their size in the range of activities that their economies can support. SIDS rely heavily on environmental services and trade to drive growth, hence the volatility of their growth. Promoting diversification and innovation in SIDS economies is relevant as the majority of SIDS depend heavily on the tourism sector, which accounts for 25% of GDP and upwards of 70% of foreign exchange earnings used to purchase petroleum fuels. Climate change is projected to have a devastating impact on coastal environments and freshwater resources in SIDS, substantially impairing the tourism sector’s ability to generate foreign exchange. Promoting diversification in SIDS economies into new sustainable energy-related industries, as well as encouraging greater education and understating of the critical role of the energy sector in helping to address issues of waste management, protection of freshwater resources, employment generation, food security, sustainable land use, and high energy inputs into tourism, will help to offset the projected  negative impacts on tourism and other economic sectors, from increasing GHG atmospheric concentration. UNIDO’s expertise and track record in technology and innovation investments to drive inclusive industrialization would provide information to establishing the enabling environment for private sector participation in the SIDS Energy Sector. In 2012, SIDS DOCK developed criteria for the identification, assessment, and categorization of both supply and end-use energy technologies as SIDS-Appropriate to be deployed in SIDS to achieve sustainable development. This required the creation of a new methodology to properly assess and categorize energy technologies as suitable to SIDS. The SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office would oversee coordination of technology capacity building, and promotion of and support for small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in SIDS. Micro and small enterprise growth in SIDS suffer from perennial undercapitalization. The key overall research question revolves around gaining an understanding of the most pressing needs that micro and small enterprises face in SIDS. Targeted assistance in meeting these needs could better the rate of success for these businesses – we already know that on average, energy costs account for 30% of overall operations, making SIDS one of the most uncompetitive groups of countries. 

SIDS DOCK IWON

It was at the 2015 VEF that the SIDS DOCK Island Women Open Network (IWON) made its first outreach to the global RE&EE community, with positive results that continue to be advanced with UNIDO. The close working relationship between the IWON and UNIDO’s Gender Experts in the Energy Branch - Climate Policy and Networks Unit, has been fruitful in advancing the IWON Work Programme, and has been a catalyst for attracting support for the network.  IWON’s proposal for an IWON Advocacy Network of Ambassadors is being supported by UNIDO under its Goodwill Ambassador initiative.  Having the SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office in Vienna, would be a natural, as it would also ensure coordination of IWON activities with UNIDO. It was agreed to roll out the IWON Gender Activities through the regional sustainable energy centers. 

Building Requisite Capacity and Human Resources to Transition to a Low Carbon and Climate Resilient Economy in SIDS

SIDS DOCK is unique in that it is the only United Nations (UN)-recognized international platform with all the rights and privileges representing SIDS. Locating a SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office in Vienna will serve the protocol needs of the Secretariat and in particular, the Office of the Deputy Secretary-General (DSG), along with a support staff of one individual in the short-term, with a full complement of three, by 2021. The SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office would also be responsible for coordinating capacity building and technical support received from partners and donors. The DSG and staff would take the lead in coordinating the implementation of the SIDS DOCK Resource Mobilization Strategy in Europe and Asia, and oversee coordination of selected programme activities in support of member states. The SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office, under the auspices of the DSG, would host SIDS DOCK and SIDS-related meetings, conferences and events, and act as a sub-office of the President of the Assembly.

5. INDICATIVE BUDGET
The indicative budget is in keeping with the SIDS DOCK Work Programme (2017-2021), and is based on the assumption of office accommodation for up to three persons. It is proposed to host the SIDS DOCK Diplomatic Liaison Office within UNIDO in line with similar arrangements as REEEP, PFAN or CTCN. It would be appreciated if the office costs and utilities (water, electricity, telephone and Internet) could be covered by the Austrian Government. The resources for staffing would be mobilized by SIDS DOCK in partnership with other international partners. Technical activities could be supported through an additional SIDS-SIDS umbrella project to be linked with the ongoing CCREEE and PCREEE projects of UNIDO. Further discussions on organizational issues could be held at the 2017 Vienna Energy Forum. 

Indicative Budget:  SIDS DOCK Vienna Diplomatic Liaison Office for Knowledge Management and Innovation in USD
	Item
	Year 1 (USD)
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5

	Deputy Secretary-General
	156,000
	
	
	
	

	Technical Diplomatic Liaison Officer 
	117,000
	
	
	
	

	ITC and Knowledge Management Expertise 
	130,000
	
	
	
	

	Office Equipment (computer, laptop, printer, photocopy machine)
	15,000
	
	
	
	

	Office Stationery & Supplies
	6,000
	
	
	
	

	Postage, Courier, Mail
	2,500
	
	
	
	

	Meetings, Conferences, Workshops
	120,000
	
	
	
	



Contact: Mr. Al Binger, SIDS DOCK Coordinator, abinger@sidsdock.org 
                Mr. Martin Lugmayr, UNIDO GN-SEC Coordinator, m.lugmayr@unido.org

6. [bookmark: _Toc417439218]ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON AUSTRIA AND VIENNA (date to be updated)
[bookmark: _Toc417439219]6.1 Austrian Sustainable Energy Leadership
With around 68% Austria reaches the highest share of renewable energy penetration in the gross electricity consumption in the EU-28. It is mainly covered through large and small hydropower, wind power and bioelectricity. Additionaly, Austria satisfies around 33,5% of its heating and cooling demand and 7,5% of the transport fuel demand through renewable energy sources. In the heat sector the utilisation of bioenergy and solarthermal dominates. 

[image: ]

Austria’s share of renewables in its total primary energy supply and final energy consumption is the fourth-highest among IEA members and fourth-highest in EU-28. The share of renewable energy in Austria´s gross final energy consumption has been increasing since the mid 1970s, reaching 32.6% in 2013. 

[image: ]

Austria’s overall energy intensity decreased by more than 30% between 1973 and 2013. Austria has clearly decoupled emissions from GDP and population growth and has the lowest energy intensity together with Irland, Denmak, UK and Italy. Today its energy intensity lies below the average of European OECD countries. 

[image: ]
Austria is a signatory to the Kyoto Protocol. It also participates in the European Union’s (EU) burden-sharing agreement, with a target of –13% of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for the first commitment period 2008-2012, compared to 1990. In 2012 the Austrian emission were close to the 1990 emissions and decreased considerably since 2005. The GHG/GDP emission ratio of Austria is among the lowest in the EU-28 and OECD. Austria has clearly managed to decouple greenhouse gas emissions from economic growth, as GDP (at constant prices) has grown by about 60 % since 1990. 

[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc417439220]
6.2 Enabling Policy Environment for Sustainable Energy
 In the Austrian Energy Strategy the country has committed to achieve the following targets by 2020:
1. A renewable energy share of 34% of final energy consumption; Austria reached already 32,6% in 2013. 
1. A 16% reduction of the greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) in sectors not subject to emissions trading;
1. a 20% growth in energy efficiency.

In 2010, the Austrian Government has adopted an integrated energy strategy. Since many years, Austria makes use of economic support instruments for renewable energy such as a feed-in tariff (green electricity act 2003), tax exemptions and direct grants to investors on the federal and state levels. The support system is designed to promote particular technologies on the basis of their assumed costs, with the aim to make these technologies competitive. Moreover, Austria has adopted pioneering standards and support models for energy efficiency standards in buildings. 
Since 2004, Austria is implementing the klima:aktiv program which aims at improving capacities, awareness raising and quality standards in the fields of efficient buildings, energy conservation, mobility, renewable energy. In 2007 the climate and energy fund with a volume of 500 million euro was launched. 
National institutions based in Vienna take part or leadership in international sustainable energy partnerships of think-tanks. The Austrian Energy Agency is implementing the energy partnerships in Central and Eastern Europe. Austrian experts are engaged through different IEA implementing agreements and in several networks of excellence (ERA-Net on bioenergy, hydrogen, fuel cells, PV), EU technology platforms (bioenergy, PV, solar thermal, hydrogen).
[bookmark: _Toc417439221]6.3 Highly developed sustainable energy industrial value chains 
SIDS DOCK can rely on a strong technology and know-how base in Austria. Austrian companies currently occupy a worldwide leadership role in some areas of renewable energy and energy efficiency (particularly all sizes of hydropower, solar thermal, bioenergy, heat pumps, waste to energy and energy efficiency in buildings). Currently around 200 companies (plant manufacturers) are active in the renewable energy sector in Austria.
To enhance their international competitiveness, companies and scientific institutions co-operate in regional energy clusters (such as Oekoenergie-Cluster Upper Austria, ECO World Styria, Energy Region Weiz-Gleisdorf and Cluster Renewable Energy Tyrol). Specialised interest groups such as the Austrian Biomass Association, IG Wind, Small Hydro Power Association, ARGE Renewable Energy, Photovoltaic Austria are lobbying for an favourable public and framework in Austria. 
The sustainable energy sector is characterised by a strong growth of revenues and job creation. In 2007 the revenues of the renewable energy sector (excluding large hydropower) amounted to 1,6 billion euro. It is estimated that around 200.000 persons are working in the area of green jobs in Austria (such jobs are related to environmental services and renewable energy in general). 
Austria´s sustainable energy sector is highly export orientated. Exports of solar thermal systems amount to more than 81% of total sales. The wind power industry exports more than 70%. In the case of pellet and wood chip heating plants the export share amounts to about 30 per cent nationwide, whereas the big Austrian manufacturers export more than 70 per cent of their production. About 30 per cent of the produced heat pumps - an Austrian invention- are exported worldwide.

[bookmark: _Toc417439222]

6.4 Hub for sustainable energy applied research 
Private and public R&D in energy technology has a long and strong tradition in Austria. It has been successful in creating world-class industries (e.g. for hydropower, solar thermal, biomass firing, heat pumps, components for wind power, efficient buildings). In 2007 46,5% of the overall public R&D spending was devoted to renewable energy (predominantly bioenergy and solar thermal) and 24,1 % to energy efficiency. The Austrian government has launched the implementation of a long-term comprehensive R&D strategy “energy 2050” in 2007. 
Numerous institutes at 22 universities and 16 institutions are engaged in research on REN and EE. The most important are the technical universities in Vienna and Graz. In addition, two large publicly-owned research institutes operate in Austria: Arsenal Research and Joanneum Research, with 14 research centers, owned by the state of Styria. Research is also undertaken by the Austrian Energy Agency, ÖGUT, ARC Seibersdorf and AEE Intec. 
Austrian industry is involved in R&D through a range of small and medium sized enterprises (e.g. bioenergy and solar thermal), as well as through large industrial companies — including Siemens, Andritz, VA Tech Hydro, Magna, and GE Jenbacher  that are actively engaged in researching hydropower generators, power plant engineering, and constructing efficient power stations and control centers. Energy utilities are also stakeholders in energy R&D. 
[bookmark: _Toc417439223]7. Smart City Vienna – Best City for Quality of Life  (data to be updated)
[bookmark: _Toc417439224][image: ]7.1 Hub for international organizations and conferences
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[bookmark: _Toc417439225][image: ]7.2 Well connected with the world 
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[bookmark: _Toc417439226]7.3 World Class Hospitality and Tourism 
[bookmark: _Toc417439227][image: ]

7.4 Excellent Education and Health Care 
[image: ]
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[bookmark: _Toc417439228]7.5 Affordable housing, qualified work force and banking system 
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7.6 Best Quality of Life 
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Kommentar

Vienna — 30 years of experience as home to international organizations

Currently, 30 international organizations, agencies and offices
are based in Vienna, including, among others, several
organizations and offices of the United Nations.

Vienna enjoys a reputation as truly international capital in the heart
of Europe — a reputation which is not least due to its role as one of
the 4 headquarters of the United Nations. IRENA will be located
in close proximity to the Vienna International Centre (VIC).

The international organizations with seat in Vienna are
currently employing 5,293 people. Together, in 2007, they
organized a total of 5,966 conference days with almost 74,000
participants from all over the world.

As of 2009, 118 bilateral embassies are located in Vienna. In
addition, 129 permanent missions to the Vienna-based
organizations and 55 permanent missions to the OSCE
account for an intense network of diplomatic representatives.

The four UN organizations in Vienna

Name

UNOV (United Nations Office at Vienna) + UNODC (United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) + UNOOSA (United Nations
Office for Outer Space Affairs)

IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency)

UNIDO (United Nations Industrial Development Organization)
CTBTO (Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty Organization)

International organizations/agencies/offices in
Vienna (excl. UN organizations)

Abbrev. Full name

OSCE __ Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
OPEC  Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
OFID  OPEC Fund for Intemnational Development
WA Wassenaar Arrangement on Export Controls for
Conventional Arms and Dual-Use
FRA European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis
International Centre for Migration Policy Development
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership
International Institute for Peace
International Organization for Migration
International Press Institute
Joint Vienna Institute
Vienna Institute for Development and Cooperation
European Patent Office
International Commission for the Protection
of the Danube River

Energy Community Secretariat
United Nations High Commission for

Refugees (Branch Office in Austria)

European Centre for Modern Languages

World Bank Office

Energy Community

Permanent Secretariat of the Alpine Convention
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea
European Investment Bank

InterAction Council

European Commission Representation in Austria

2244
21.042015
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Section 3 - Local facilities and conditions

Vienna is a leading destination for international conferences

« Over the course of the decades, Vienna has established itselfas + Room configurations are flexible and may be tailored to

one of the world's foremost venues for international individual needs and offer the following technical equipment:
conferences.

«  The listing of the International Congress and Convention Technical equipment of conference facilities
Association (ICCA) published in 2008 ranks Vienna in first place Name Available technical facilities

with 154 conventions, ahead of Singapore and Paris. Austria Center Vienna (ACV) _ Mulimedia equipment, intemet, telephones,

« Alarge number of important international conferences take place f;f;’;z?‘eﬂshg?""g fechnology,
in Vienna every year, with some of them attended by thousands of

participants. Hofburg Multimedia equipment, intemet, lighting
technology, video surveillance, interpreter
« Vienna offers a rich variety of conference venues, ranging from equipment
smaller facilities such as Palais Ferstel, Palais Daun Kinsky and Reed Messe Wien Multimedia equipment, technical support
the “Bérsensale” to world class conference facilities capable of (exhibition centre)
Reed Messe Wien Multimedia equipment, technical support

hosting large international conferences and conventions.
(congress centre)

P, Source: Vienna Convention By
Conference facilities in Vienna ource: Vienna Gonvention Bureau

Max. number of - Range of  Numberof ,  The conference facilities in Vienna mentioned above are freely

°°n_“frence room sizes parking accessible. Prices depend on the room sizes, technical equipment
Name participants ikl paces d number of conference participants.
‘Austria Center Vienna (ACV) 10,200 110-4,300 1,000 an participants.
Hofburg 4,900 50-1,000 980 (nearby) * The “M-Building”, a conference centre inaugurated in 2008 to
Reed Messe Wien 30,000 500-60,000 4,500 house United Nations meetings and conventions, is located close
(exhibition centre) to the proposed office facilities.
Reed Messe Wien 3,300 40-16,000 4,500

(congress centre)

Source: Vienna Convention Bureau
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State-of-the-art conference servicing

Large number of highly qualified interpreters, translators
and editors

« Vienna boasts a large number of first-class interpreters and
translators.

« The Austrian Interpreters’ and Translators’ Association
(UNIVERSITAS) provides easy access to

- 600 highly qualified professionals (university degree)
- speaking 42 languages (see below)

Languages spoken by
UNIVERSITAS interpreters and
translators

Albanian English Macedonian ~ Turkish
Arabic Finnish Norwegian ~ Urdu
Armenian  Filipino Persian Ukrainian
Belorussian  French Polish

Bosnian German Portuguese

Bulgarian  Greek Romanian

Catalan Hindi Russian

Chinese Hebrew Serbian

Creole Hungarian  Serbo-Croatian

Croatian Italian Slovak

Czech Japanese Slovenian

Danish Kurdish Spanish

Dutch Latvian Swedish

‘Source: www.universitas.org

+ The UN headquarters in Vienna, with more than 4,000 UN staff
members, provides several UN interpreter teams as well as
excellent access to UN editors.

14

Professional Congress Organizers (PCOs) at your disposal

+ The Vienna Convention Bureau provides a list of highly qualified
Professional Conference Organizers (PCOs).

+ These PCOs offer an integrated service portfolio ranging from
the professional handling of the search for accommodation to the
complete planning of the event or conference.

+ Specialised PCOs are available (see below) for conferences of all
types and sizes.

PCOs in Vienna

Number of
conference Number of
participants PCOs
Up to 500 17
Up t0 2,000 12
More than 2,000 "

‘Source: Vienna Convention Bureau
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Vienna — international hub in the heart of Europe A I

A major international airport

+ Onan average day there are approx. 730 flights in and out of
Vienna International Airport (VIA), connecting the city to 187
destinations all over the world.

+ Vienna International Airport is located in the heart of Europe and
serves as a hub for Eastern Europe and the Middle East (44
destinations to Eastern and South Eastern Europe — more than
any other European airport)

+ Flughafen Wien AG not only intends to increase the number of
destinations and frequencies in the airport’s flight plan, but also to
strengthen the function of Vienna as a hub between East and
West. The airport’s central location and short connecting times
help transit passengers save a substantial amount of time.

VIA passengers inbound (by areas, 2008)
Southeast Asia South Asia
Others 1% " 1y,

Western Europe JJNrAsrrn‘/Enca From Vienna to:
68% Budapest 0:45 hours
. _Middle East Prague 1:00 hour
5% Berlin 1:15 hours
Zrich 1:25 hours
Rome 1:45 hours
Eastern Europe Frankfurt 1:50 hours
1% London 2:00 hours
Stockholm 2:15 hours
Moscow 2:50 hours
Source: Vienna Intemational Airport Source: Austrian Business Agency
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Airport and major international train stations can be reached

within 20 minutes

To and from the airport

The Andromeda Tower is served by excellent transport
connections to Vienna International Airport, which is located just
23 km away.

From the city centre, Vienna International Airport can be easily
reached by car, with the City Airport Train “CAT” (non-stop from
the Federal Railway Station in 16 min) or via Vienna Airport Lines
(bus service, 25-35 min).

The bus services to and from the Czech Republic, Slovakia and
Hungary are also available at regular intervals

Connection to Vienna International Airport

Estimated Frequency of

drive time in  operation in
Means of transport min min
Andromeda Tower - Vienna International Airport
Car 22 -
Shuttle bus - Vienna Airport Lines 30 60
Underground U1/U4/City Airport Train 34 30

‘Source: www.vor.at

Connection to major train stations

Vienna West Station (Westbahnhof) connects Vienna to
destinations in Germany, Switzerland, France, Belgium and the
Netherlands. It is located approx. 12 km away from the Andromeda
Tower and may be easily reached by the underground as well as
by car.

Vienna South Station (Stidbahnhof), which connects Vienna to
the southern and eastern regions of Austria as well as to Hungary
and Slovakia is located approx. 10 km away from the Andromeda
Tower. This station is scheduled to be replaced by a new main
train station by 2012/13.

Connection to major train stations
Estimated Frequency of

drive timein  operation in
Means of transport min min
Andromeda Tower - Westbahnhof (main station)
Car 18 -
Underground U1/U3 19 24
Andromeda Tower - Siidbahnhof (south station)
Car 14 -
ut/s1 18 24
U1/69A 21 24
ut 24 24

‘Source: www.vor.at
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Wide selection of international hotels and local Austrian hotels of all categories

Hotel capacity of Vienna (May 2008)

Number of Number of Number of

Category hotels rooms beds
5" hotels 14 3229 5976
4" hotels 157 13,137 25,202
3" hotels 140 6,640 12,865
2" & 1" hotels. 75 2603 4962
Total 386 25,609 49,005

Source: MA 5 (Referat Statistik und Analyse), published by the Vienna Tourist Board

Selected hotels in proximity to the proposed office location

Min. Max.
No. Hotel name Cat. District price*  price® #Rm
1 NH Danube City 4 22 97 401 252
2 Arcotel Kaiserwasser 4 22 165 379 282
3 ATH Donauzentrum 4 22 250 270 137
4 Park Inn Vienna 4" 22 169 320 135
5 Danube Sport-Hotel 4" 22 89 104 25
6 Hilton Vienna Danube 4" 2 145 255 367
7 ATH Lassalle 4" 2 250 270 140
8 Hotel Novotel Wien City 4" 2 99 129 124
9 Courtyard by Marriott 4" 2 82 250 251
10  Mercure Imlauer 4" 2 139 199 87
11 Wiener Kindl 3" 22 50 90 23
12 ATH Messe 3" 2 250 400 243
13 Suitehotel Wien Messe 3" 2 89 119 158
14 Hillinger 3" 22 109 129 50
15 Hilton Vienna 5 3 399 459 579
16  Marriott Vienna 5 1 159 990 287
17 Imperial 5 1 332 2,700 138
18  Palais Coburg Hotel 5 1 590 2,670 35

* Double room; prices in EUR/day

18

Vienna offers a rich variety of international standard hotels

Currently, the Viennese hotel market has a capacity of approx.
49,000 beds, which is expected to increase by 15% to more than
56,500 beds by 2011.

As a centre for both business and leisure tourism, Vienna offers a
wide range of accommodation — from first class hotels such as the
Hotel Imperial, the Hotel Bristol or the Hotel Sacher to simple
1" hotels.

Eight highly reputed international hotel chains such as Marriott,
Starwood Hotels, Hilton and Carlson Hospitality
(InterContinental) offer, in total, 42 hotels in Vienna. ShangriLa
and Sofitel are expected to open new hotels in 2010.

With average room prices of EUR 112, Vienna is ranked 26t
among 65 cities worldwide (Source: Hotel Price Index Q4/08 by
hotels.com).

Wide range of hotels next to the Andromeda Tower

There are five 4* hotels in the 22 district. Of these hotels, the
“NH Danube City” (formerly Crowne Plaza Hotel) and the “Arcotel
Kaiserwasser” are located closest to the Andromeda Tower.

The hotels in the city centre (1st & 2nd districts) are also easily
reachable via the extensive underground network.
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World-class educational opportunities:
Secondary schools and universities

International secondary schools (age group 10-19) Universities and other tertiary institutions

+ Public secondary schools (non-fee paying): + There are 9 public universities in Vienna, many of which offer
81 d study programmes for renewable energies. There are no tuition
- 8 lower seconcary fees for Austrians and students from member states of the
- 5 upper secondary European Union.

+ Private secondary schools (fee paying, see below)

+ In addition to the public universities, there are 6 private

- 9 lower secondary universities offering, among others, courses in management,

- 8 upper secondary music, traditional Chinese medicine, psychotherapy and tourism.
Private International Secondary Schools in Vienna Tertiary Institutions in Vienna

Average
feeslyear in
Name District EUR Universities
Danube International School 2nd 16,000 University of Vienna
Komensky School (Czech and Slovak) 3rd 1,000 Medical University of Vienna
Farabi School of the Islamic Republic of Iran 6th 850 Technical University of Vienna
Lycée Francais de Vienne oth 3,600 University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna
Arabic School in Vienna 15th 1,900 Vienna University of Economics and Business Administration
American International School 19th 16,500 University of Veterinary Medicine, Vienna
Austrian-Egyptian Private School (only lower secondary) 20th nla Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna
Japanese School in Vienna 22nd 5,500 University of Applied Arts, Vienna
Vienna Intemational School 22nd 14,500 University of Music and Performing Arts, Vienna
Source: Stadtschulrat Wien 2009 Universities of Applied Sciences (FH) in Vienna
. . . R . FH Campus Wien

+ Languages taught in the international private schools include, FH of bfi Vienna

among others, English, German, French, Spanish, Czech, Slovak, FH Technikum Vienna

Italian, Arabic and Japanese. University of Applied Sciences of WKW

23
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World class educational opportunities:
Ample choice of international schools

Pre-school and nursery system (age group 0-6) International primary schools (age group 6-10)
« Vienna offers a well-developed network of both day nursery + Vienna provides an extensive network of public non-fee paying
facilities (age 0-3) and kindergartens (age 3-6): modern language emphasis schools as well as fee-paying

. international private schools:
- Day nursery:

- 7 public German-English bilingual primary schools and a
varying number* of schools offering Spanish, Italian,
French and Eastern European languages (free of charge)

- 12international private primary schools (offering, among

- Kindergartens: other languages, Spanish, Italian, French & Eastern

- 870 public kindergarten groups (20,865 places) European languages) with varying fees (see below)
Costs amount to approx. EUR 219/month

- 282 public child care facilities (4,829 places)
Costs amount to approx. EUR 219/month (full time
care, excluding lunch)

- 9 private internationally kindergartens Private International Primary Schools in Vienna

Varying costs Average
feeslyear in
Name District EUR

Danube Intenational School 2nd 13,300

Saudi Arabian School 3rd na

Komensky School (Czech and Slovak) 3rd 1,400

Farabi School of the Islamic Republic of Iran ~~ 6th 400

Lycée Francais de Vienne ath 3,600

Arabic School in Vienna 15th 1320

American Intemational School 19th 15,760

Swedish School for Swedish heritage pupils ~ 19th na

Austrian-Egyptian Private School 20th na

Japanese School in Vienna 22nd 5,000

Vienna Intemational School 22nd 11,300

‘Source: Stadtschulrat Wien 2009

* each year different schools participate in these programmes
22
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An excellent health care system

Selection of hospitals in Vienna

Name
Unfallkrankenhaus Lorenz Bohler
Rudolfinerhaus

Sozialmedizinisches Zentrum Ost

Aligemeines Krankenhaus - Universitatskliniken
St. Anna Kinderspital

Unfallkrankenhaus Meidling

Krankenhaus Hietzing

Orthopadisches Spital Speising GmbH
Wilhelminenspital

Hanusch Krankenhaus

*from the Agency; during a regular working day

Number of doctors in Vienna

Type of doctor Number

General practitioners 2,827
Medical specialists 5,661
Doctors in apprenticeship 2254
Dentists

Total

Source: Osterreichische Arztekammer (2007),
Osterreichische Zahnarztekammer (2007)

Drive time in
min*
7

10
"
13
13
15
18
18
20
23

An excellent health care system which is easily accessible

According to the study “Euro Health Consumer Index 2007” carried
out by the well reputed company “Health Consumer Powerhouse”,
Austria has the best health care system in Europe.

In no other country, according to the report, do patients
receive faster and better medical treatment. Moreover, the
health care system is recognised as most user-friendly and yet
affordable.

The Austrian health care system grants medical care all over the
country and offers high standards in diagnostics and therapy.

Almost everyone in Austria can access a medical care facility
within one hour.

Austria has two types of health insurance schemes: compulsory
insurance and private or additional insurance. In general, the
health care system is financed by the contributions of employees
and state subsidies. Contributions to the compulsory insurance
scheme are automatically deducted from employees’ salaries.

99% of Austrians are covered by a social health insurance
scheme.

Vienna - a centre of outstanding medical competence

20

Austria’s capital has a high density of world class health care
facilities, offering 40 hospitals and, in total, more than 12,000
medical staff.
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High-quality housing at reasonable rates

Excellent quality at affordable prices The city’s best residential districts are easily reachable

Compared to other large European capitals, rent is still relatively
low in Vienna.

In general, net rent (without operating costs) for apartments with
high or very high housing quality currently ranges from EUR 6
to EUR 13/sgm/month, respectively.

Operating expenses typically amount to approx. 20% of the net
rent, bringing the gross rent from EUR 7 to EUR 16/sqm/month.

Average net rent for apartments in Vienna

Due to Vienna’s excellent public transport system, when
searching for appropriate accommodation, IRENA staff members
are not restricted to the area surrounding the Andromeda Tower.
All of the city’s best residential areas can be reached within
30-40 minutes.

The most popular residential areas in Vienna are the districts
surrounding the 1stdistrict (2nd to 9t districts) as well as the
greener areas in the 13t 14t 18% and 19™ districts.

In those areas, vacancy rates are estimated to be approx. 3%.

Apartments in the 1st district have a special status. Over the past
decades, the values of these apartments have doubled to reach

in EUR/sqm/month ;3;;"‘92 |92\32|8 20;-;gh IEV;:m 2“:3 high I;Z;L prices of up to EUR 10,000-12,000/sgm. The rent required for

st district 83 86 104 10.7 131 131 exceptional apartments in the city centre may reach up to EUR

2nd to 9th district 6.4 63 73 72 9.0 89 22/sqm/month.

10th to 12th district 53 55 6.1 64 74 78 . -

13th to 14th district 64 6.2 73 71 92 86 + Ingeneral in Austria, lease agreements are concluded for at least
15th to 17th district 55 56 6.6 65 76 78 three years, however, diplomatic clauses allow for the termination
18th to 19th district 72 69 84 83 106 106 of the lease at an earlier time, if agreed.

20th to 22nd district 54 56 6.4 65 76 77

23rd district 57 58 638 68 78 81

Source: Immobilienpreisspiegel 2008

Please note:

Average level: average location, average architecture

High level: attractive location, balcony, appealing architecture

Very high level: very good location, balcony, high-class architecture

21
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Austria has an excellent availability of goods and services at reasonable price levels

Mercer Global Cost of Living Index 2008 Austria is a wealthy country, providing a wide variety of
Index goods and services
Rank Gy 2008 + Austria is one of the wealthiest countries in the world and is not
; M’JT“:‘” 1;_2, 3 only a purchase-strong market but also offers an excellent
okyo o .
3 London 1250 availability of goods and services.
4 Oslo 1183 « Vienna has a total retail stock of approx. 340,300 sqm which
5 Seoul nr7 offers a wide variety of goods and services and features nine
= Vienna 1023 major shopping centres.
Sales area in sqm (per 1,000 inhabitants)
Base city: New York City (index = 100) 2:;:‘[?:“"“ 1’;38
Source: Mercer Cost of Living Survey 2008 Germany 1430
Czech Republic 910

. Poland 820

Price Level Index olan
Price Level Price Level Source: RegioData Research

Sector Austria_ Germany
Education 196 235
Transport 150 141
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 140 133
Health 137 133
Communication 126 137
Clothing and footwear 125 127
Recreation and culture 120 124
Restaurants and hotels 123 118
Housing, water and electricity, gas and other fuels 116 138
Fumishings, household equipment and maintenance 116 12

Price level world = 100

‘Source: International Comparison Program 2005, issued 2008
28
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Austria’s workforce — highly qualified and motivated

In terms of investment in its future workforce, Austria
exceeds large industrial nations

* Austria invests almost 6% of its annual gross domestic product in
its future workforce.

« Seven universities and five universities of applied sciences have
modern knowledge and research centres which are ideal for
providing well qualified graduates.

« Study programmes include, among others, bachelors and
masters degrees in:

- “Renewable Energy in Central and Eastern Europe”
-“Urban Renewable Energy Technologies”
- “Sustainable Energy Systems”

« Austrian universities also offer a broad variety of language
studies, including

Language studies in Austria

English studies
Romance studies (incl. French, Spanish, ltalian and others)
Russian studies

Other Slavic studies (incl. Czech, Slovak, Slovenian and others)
Chinese studies

Arabic studies

German language studies

Finno-Ugrian studies

African studies
Dutch studies

Greek studies
Indology

Latin studies

Turkish studies

Source: www.bmwi.gv.at

Japanese studies

Scandinavian studies

Unique level of motivation

« The Austrian workforce is not only among the best educated in
Europe, it is also highly motivated — and there is no better
measure to highlight this than the extent to which Austrian
employees identify themselves with their employers’ goals (see
below).

Motivated Employees

Denmark 8.54
Austria 786
Switzertand 7.85
Netheriands
Japan
Gemmany

UsA

UK
Czech Rey
P objectives
Hungary
taly
Poland

France

‘Source: Worid Competitiveness Yearbook, 2007

10 = Employees identify
500 themselves with company
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Large presence of international banks in Austria

One of the most comprehensive banking networks in Europe

The Austrian banking system has one of the most comprehensive
banking networks in Europe. There are 867 head offices and 4,254
branch offices, which means 1,616 inhabitants for each bank
branch. A wide range of credit and financial services are offered by
all of Austria's banks.

Inhabitants per banking office

Austria 1,616
Gemany 1,952
Switzerland 2,167

‘Source: ONB, March 2009

The Austrian banking system is highly developed, with worldwide
correspondent relations, as well as offices and branches in
major financial centres. Large Austrian banks also have branches,
subsidiaries and joint venture operations in Central and Eastern
Europe.

Many major foreign banks also have operations in Austria.
Facilities for the transfer of funds to and from foreign countries are
numerous, which is reflected by the high number of international
transactions taking place to and from Austria. The same applies in
relation to currency conversions.

24

Information for convertibility of host countries’ currency

+ Every major bank in Vienna is able to convert currency. On
average, 5% of the amount to be converted and a minimum fee of
up to EUR 7.50 will normally be charged (Source: Austrian
Chamber of Labour, May 2008). For the conversion of rare
currencies banks may require up to one week.

Number of Total amount in
Payment transfers in Austria 2008 transactions EURmM
Incoming TARGET payments 309,443 3,559,096
Outcoming TARGET payments 231214 2,284,191
Payments within Austria 2,706,933 4,823,396

Source: ONB, March 2009
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Quality of life - cultural attractions

Unmatched quality of life

« Vienna ranks second among 215 cities worldwide in terms of
quality of life.

Melting pot of different nationalities

+ In 2008, 32% of Vienna’s population were of foreign origin,
adding to the city’s cosmopolitan appeal.

« 28 religious communities are present in Vienna, which
demonstrates the city’s religious open-mindedness.

World-renowned cultural offerings

« Vienna enjoys unparalleled prestige throughout the world when it
comes to culture, offering a fascinating blend of tradition and
modernity.

«  The city boasts an impressive number of cultural institutions (see
below).

Museum of Fine Arts

Culture in figures

Cultural establishments  Locations
Museums & Exhibitions 286
Churches 140
Theatres 110
Libraries 40
Cinemas 36
Concert houses 2
Opera houses 2

Source: htp://www.wien.gv.at,

hitp://www.planet-vienna.com Schonbrunn Palace

25

The world’s “capital of music”

+ Famous composers such as Josef Haydn, Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven, Franz Schubert, Johann Strauss
or Arnold Schoenberg have created their unforgettable music in
Vienna

+ The State Opera, one of the world’s top opera houses, offers a
programme which is varied on a daily basis. In addition,
international stars make frequent stage appearances.

+ The Golden Hall of the Musikverein, Konzerthaus and other
prestigious concert halls offer concerts daily.

+ The world renowned New Year’s Concert is broadcast on TV in
71 countries and watched by 1 billion viewers worldwide.

World famous works of art

+ Vienna is a city with a remarkably large number of art treasures
exhibited in several worldclass museums such as the
Kunsthistorisches Museum (Museum of Fine Arts), the Albertina
and the Liechtenstein Museum

+ In addition Vienna offers outstanding architecture (including
Ringstrasse and art nouveau styles) and world famous works of
contemporary art (e.g. “The Kiss” by Gustav Klimt) to be seen in
places like Kunsthalle, MuseumsQuartier, MAK (Museum of
Applied Arts)

Surrounded by spectacular sights

+ The historic centre of Vienna has been added to UNESCO’s
World Cultural Heritage list. Some of the most splendid
attractions include the imperial Hofburg Palace, the magnificent
Schénbrunn and Belvedere Palaces, the Spanish Riding School
and the crown jewels.
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Sports, recreation and entertainment

Natural surroundings form an integral part of the city Extensive offering of sporting activities
« Vienna has much to offer to those who wish to relax out in the « Sports enthusiasts are offered a wide variety of sporting
open — every 20t sqm within the city is set in natural green activities in Vienna (see table below).

surroundings.
< Sports activities in Vienna

« Popular recreational areas include the Prater park with its 5 km
long main avenue, the 20 km long Danube Island, and the 40 km

" . - Activit Facilities/Locations

of riverside recreation and bathing possibilities along the New 24

Danube Running over 2,000 parks (e.g. Prater, Donauinsel)

. Swimming 21 public swimming pools
Vienna offers a lively and world renowned events calendar Cycling Vienna offers more than 1,000 km of bicycle paths
Rafting/Canyoning ~ e.g. in Palfau (2.5h driving distance)
« Vienna has a reputation for being entertaining and exciting. Rowing Old and New Danube
i X R Sailing/Surfing Neusiedlersee (45 min driving distance), Old and New Danube
« The city offers a wide variety of events — ranging from the Vienna Dancing around 30 dancing schools
era Ball and the Vienna City Marathon to the Vienna inter sports Skiing, snowboarding, cross-country skiing is possible at

(o] Ball and the Vi City Marathon to the Vi Wi Ski board ki bl

International Film Festival and the flamboyant Life Ball — not to Semmering (1h drive time) and Hochkar (2h drive time)

mention the countless traditional cafés, trendy bars and traditional Hiking e.g. in the "Wienerwald" (close to the city)

“Heuriger” wine tavems. Climbing in Austria's largest climbing hall "Kletterhalle Wien" in Kagran

. Golf 3 golf clubs are located in Vienna

Vienna’s surroundings —a valuable addition to city life Tennis 12 tennis courts

Horseback riding 38 clubs; 35 horse farms (Vienna & surroundings)

« Not only the city itself, but also Vienna’s surroundings have a lot to
offer. Just to take three such highlights:

- Lake Neusiedl (distance 50 km): largest steppe lake in
Central Europe

- Wachau valley (distance 80 km): beautiful area alongside
the Danube

- Klosterneuburg Abbey (distance 5 km): 900-year old abbey Donauinsel Vienna City Marathon

with sacred art treasures Sources: http://www.wienkonkret. at/sport, http://www.wien.gv.at, hitp:/fwww.wien.info
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Vienna is one of the safest cities in the world — Austrians have a highly positive attitude
towards international organizations

Mercer Personal Safety Ranking 2008 Exceptionally high level of safety
Rank City _Index 2008 «  Mercer ranks Vienna sixth worldwide in a worldwide survey (215
1 Luxembourg 1314 cities) conducted on the basis of internal stability, crime,
2 Bern 1263 effectiveness of law enforcement and relations with other
3 Geneva 1263 .
4 Helsinki 1263 countries.
5 Zurich 1263 « Austria’s total crime victims rate (18.8%) is well below the
o ¥ienna (123 worldwide weighted average (22.4%). The crime detection rate
in 2007 amounted to approx. 40%, which was an increase of 0.5%
Base city: New York City (index = 100) from 2006.
Source: Mercer Personal Safety Ranking 2008 « Austria counts among the safest countries in the world, and
High security compared with other European countries it has some of the lowest
Singapore | —— .20 criminal activity figures.
Switzerland 9.26 International organizations enjoy a high esteem in Austria
Austria Eg'zs «  The local population has a very positive attitude towards
Denmark 8.89 international organizations
| S .
Germany 851 +  One example is the yearly UN day of open doors on 24 October,
Japan 8.06 which commonly attracts some 15,000 — 20,000 local visitors.
Netherlands g o " .
etherian 7.%0 + Inaddition, media coverage has been very positive, especially
UsA 778 in relation to IAEA, UNIDO, OPEC, UNODC, etc. These forms of
France |GG 7.73 recognition underline the positive and strong ties that have
Hungary =7_44 developed over the years between international organizations and
Czech Republic 647 10 = protection of people the general population
Great Britain | G— .10 and property is guaranteed
vy 572 very well

‘Source: ABA Invest in Austria
27





image21.jpeg
SIDSDOCK

SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES
ISLAND ENERGY FOR ISLAND LIFE






                                                                            


                             


A/3


/


7


 


 


Distribution: General


 


23 August


 


2017 


 


 


               


United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy For All (2014


-


2024)


 


 


 


 


 


Third session of the SIDS DOCK Assembly


 


United Nations 


 


New York, NY 10017


 


23 September 


2017


 


 


 


NOTE OF THE SECRETARY


-


GENERAL 


 


SIDS DOCK 


PRESENCE IN VIENNA


 


 


DIPLOMATIC LIAISON OFFICE ON KNOWELDGE MANAGEMENT AND INNOVATION


 


 


 


1.


 


Background


 


SIDS DOCK is a unique mechanism, as its leadership is represented by high


-


level officials 


-


 


Heads 


of State and Government, 


Ministers


 


of Foreign Affairs


, Ministers of Energy and Environment,


 


a


nd 


Ambassadors


 


and Permanent Representatives to the Un


ited Nations (UN).  


Like the UN


-


System, 


and now that SIDS DOCK is part of that system, it is expected that in any given year, the Secretariat 


will deal with representatives of all 32


-


plus 


SIDS countries, including Heads of State and 


Government, as well as 


others who will interface with the Secretariat in an official capacity.


 


The 


uniqueness of SIDS DOCK defies the 


business as usual


 


image of the “begging bowl cap


-


in


-


hand 


facilitator.” SIDS DOCK presents an image of a professionally polished “project pipeline


 


investment facilitator”. 


Success projects require both technical and political foundations. 


 


 


In 2010, at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference 


of Parties meeting (COP 16), in Cancun, Mexico, Small Island 


Developing States launched the 


SIDS Sustainable Energy and Climate Resilience Initiative 


-


 


SIDS DOCK 


-


 


as the SIDS


-


owned 


mechanism to bring about the transformation of the SIDS energy sector, which is considered by 


islands as the most effective and sustain


able manner to build resilience to climate change. The 


SIDS DOCK goal is to increase energy efficiency by 25 percent (2005 baseline) and to generate a


 


minimum of 50 percent of electric power from renewable sources and a 50 percent decrease in 


conventional 


transportation fuel use by 2033: Island Energy for Island Life 25


-


50


-


25 by 2033. 


 


 


The journey begun 


in 200


9, when


 


Members


 


of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) or 


SIDS countries


 


began the process of establishing the organisation through a Memoran


dum of 


Agreement


 


(MOA)


, and on 1 September 2014, 


twenty (


20


)


 


of these S


tates


 


signed the Statute 


Establishing the SIDS DOCK


, during the Ceremony for the Opening of 


Signature


 


of the Statute 


Establishing the SIDS DOCK


,


 


held 


on the margins of the United Nation


s Third International 


Meeting on Small Island Developing States, in 


Apia, Samoa, in September 2014. 
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